Introduction
In this paper we study the effects of perturbations of time delays to the stability of a class of delay equations. Our goal is to obtain a "practical" condition, i.e., a norm bound on the perturbations corresponding to the particular system under consideration, which guarantees the preservation of stability under perturbations. It turns out that such condition can be formulated assuming that we know the fundamental solution of the unperturbed system (see Theorem 2.2 below). Since stability of the unperturbed system implies that the components of its fundamental solution go to zero at infinity, it is possible to get "good" numerical estimates of these components, and consequently obtain norm bounds on the allowable perturbations.
We present our main results in Section 2 and in Section 3 we consider numerical examples. Example 3.3 demonstrates how our results can be used to obtain an estimation on the maximum allowable sampling interval in the satability of a hybrid system with feedback delay. (Note that this problem was studied in [I] in the case when the plant is described by an ordinary differential equation.) We have the following assumptions on the delays: (H2) e(.) and q ( -) are piecewise continuous functions.
Main Results

Consider
Consider the corresponding delay system with const ant delays where y ( t ) E Rn. We assume that (H4) the null solution of (2.3) is asymptotically stable.
We can rewrite (2.1) in the form
4) where f ( t ) E B . ( z ( t -~-c ( t ) ) -z ( t -~) ) + C . ( z ( t -
U -~( t ) )
-z(t -U)). In this setting (2.3) can be considered as the homogeneous equation corresponding to (2.4). The variation-of-constants formula (see e.g.
[3]) gives the following expression for the solution of (2.1) corresponding to the initial function z ( t ) = cp(t) for t 5 0 using the solution and the fundamental solution, V ( t ) , of the homogeneous equation:
where y is the solution of (2.3) with the initial function y ( t ) = + ( t ) for t 5 T and T > 0.
operation on matrices, which means taking the absolute value of the-matrix componentwise, i.e., if A = (aij)nxn, then A 
so V ( t ) d t = -l / ( A + B + C).
We close this section by noting that an obvious generalization of Theorem 2.2 applies for the multiple delay case (i.e., (2.1) with more than two delays).
Examples
Example 3.1 Consider the equation
where [-] denotes the greatest integer function and h > 0 is the sampling period. The piecewise constant delay in the last term can be considered as a pertur- 
